
 1

 
Local Newsletter of the Belgian Embassy in Manila - N° 24  – Juy 2014 

 
 

 Joined concert to celebrate partnership between Belgian City and Filipino town 

 

  

 
Pictures © 2014 Jozef Naudts 

 
At the beginning of April, a sister city partnership agreement was signed between the Belgian commune of 
Ans (Province of Liège) and Himamaylan City (Province of Negros Occidental). On this occasion, a choir 
from Ans, the “Erato Singers” came for two weeks to the Philippines to give a series of concerts as well as 
to discover the island of Negros. On April 10, they performed during a joined concert together with the 
“Singing Ambassadors” of the University of the Philippines at the Abelarde Hall Auditorium of the U.P. 
Diliman Campus in Quezon City. The program was composed of a selection of classical works and musical 
numbers, some of them with a humoristic touch.  At the end of the concert, the Erato Singers and the UP 
Singing Ambassadors joined their voices for some final pieces. There was an overwhelming attendance for 
this spectacular and colorful concert, making it a true celebration of friendship between peoples through 
music. Furthermore, the proceeds of this concert contributed  to the relief efforts in areas affected by 
typhoon Yolanda. 
 
After their concerts in Manila, the “Erato Singers” continued their journey to Negros island, where they 
visited Bacolod and Himamaylan City. It was there that the sister city partnership agreement was officialy 
signed during a ceremony with the Mayor of Himamaylan. The people form Ans were welcomed in guest 
families, and actively interacted with the local community by giving some French language classes in the 
local school and performing at the home for the elderly. 
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 A new home for a bright future ahead - Puratos Philippines inaugurates its new 
facilities 

 
On March 26, 2014, and after five months of challenging construction, renovation and relocation of 
facilities, Puratos Philippines finally and proudly opened its new home to business partners, customers and 
friends who have been supporting the company and have been continuously growing with us for the past 
25 years. 
 
The event was filled with fun and excitement as the new Puratos office and warehouse were presented. 
They are located at the Industrial Complex of Bagumbayan in Taguig City. The new gated compound of 
Puratos Philippines is comprised of five warehouses with a lot area of almost 5,000 square meters, three 
times bigger than the previous site. The day started with a Mass attended by employees and followed 
immediately by a ribbon cutting at the main entrance of the New Office.  Representatives from the Belgian 
Embassy in Manila, officers from the different baking organizations and top clients joined the General 
Manager, Mr. Bernard Poplimont for the ribbon cutting.   
 
While the General Manager led the tour of the new premises with the guests, a group of festival dancers 
locally called “Ati-Atihan” danced and played their drums around the compound to mark the opening. This 
local Filipino tribal dance accompanied by indigenous costumes was derived from the Ati-Atihan Festival 
held in honor of the Sto. Niño in the island of Kalibo, Aklan. Apart from the blessing of the new facilities, 
Puratos Philippines also organized the 3rd Puratos Discovery Day in the afternoon of the same day to 
showcase the latest trends and innovations to their customers.   
 
The journey towards this new home was a great challenge for every department, and Puratos Philippines is 
very grateful to those who have contributed to the success of this move. Without each other’s support and 
cooperation, the move might not have been this smooth and organized. Special mention goes to Ms. 
Michelle Tangonan, SEA Business Controller, and Ms. Bamba Racadio, Supply Chain Manager, who 
spearheaded the move with the assistance of Mr. Jerry Sabio, Production & Distribution Manager and Mr. 
Dan Popescu, Regional Operations Manager for Asia. This new and better home signifies a new beginning 
and is without doubt a testimony to the growing business of Puratos in the Philippines. 
 

  
  

Pictures © 2014 Apple Lopez, Puratos Philippines 
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 ATD Fourth World assists poor Manila communities to show their solidarity following 
typhoon Haiyan 
 

“All Together in Dignity” or ATD (ATD Quart Monde / ATD Vierde Wereld), that is the motto of the Fourth 
World Movement, in which Guy Malfait and Vanessa Joos have been involved for many years. Since 2010, 
this Belgian couple lives in Manila together with their three children in order to assist and share the lives of 
the urban poor communities. Respect for human dignity is an important aspect of the work ATD Fourth 
World is doing here in Manila. “The very poor people are often portrayed as annoying persons, who don’t 
deserve to be assisted because of the attitude they take when other people want to help them” explains 
Guy Malfait in a recent interview with n’GO-magazine. “But if a poor person refuses a piece of spoiled 
bread, shouldn’t we see this as a cry not to give up his last piece of self-respect? A scream that people want 
to be respected in their human dignity, rather than to become dependent upon mere charity?” 
 
Shortly after the typhoon Haiyan struck the 
Philippines, ATD Fourth World organized its 
monthly Forum afternoon with adults from urban 
poor communities in Manila. In addition to the 
usual discussion time, the possibility was offered 
to join in the repacking of relief goods organized 
by bigger organizations (Gawad Kalinga 
Operation Walang Iwanan). The participants 
reacted with enthusiasm and came numerous, 
bringing also their children to help out. There was 
also an opportunity to write decorated messages 
of friendship and solidarity to add in the relief 
goods bags. As one of the participants expressed: 
“We all live under a bridge, but there is no reason 
not to help. Everybody has something to offer. I 
am poor, I have many children, but there is still 
something I can offer and that is my time, my 
effort and my prayers.”  
 

 

 
As weeks passed by, many cards, drawings, messages and crafts from children were also received from 
young people and adults who participate in activities with ATD Fourth World all over the world – to be 
shared with the typhoon victims. One of the nice examples is  a quilt sewed in Appalachia (USA) 
representing the map of the Philippines and the word ‘bayanihan’. 
 

Pictures © 2013 ATD Fourth World 
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 Belgian NGO’s start implementation of new 3-year program in the Philippines 
 
The Belgian NGOs in the Philippines are in the first year of implementation of their new 3-year program 
focusing on a wide range of themes and issues, and working with different sectors of society, from farmers 
and workers to women, children, and indigenous peoples, and generally, with the poor and marginalized 
communities.  The Belgian NGOs have continuously worked in partnership with Philippine-based civil 
society organizations by supporting them in the implementation of their programs in the different parts of 
the country. Among the Belgian NGOs that have been working in the country is 11.11.11, Coalition of North-
South Flemish organizations, which has partnerships with 9 national networks and campaign and advocacy 
organizations working on the themes of trade and investments, climate change and natural resources 
management. Around these themes, partners in the Philippines and regional organizations work for policy 
reforms that lead toward a development path that brings a positive impact on the lives of the 
marginalized.  
 
Working on the general campaign on Right to Health, Geneeskunde voor de Derde Wereld (G3W) partners 
with 4 Philippine NGOs who have presence in communities in 11 provinces and cities that cover the 
campaigns on 'access to health', 'destructive mining and health', and 'human right abuses against 
development workers'. Campaigns are done in the communities to empower the people to stand up for 
their rights, and to motivate local governments to implement progressive development policies. The 
program also trains health workers and community leaders as a means to develop their communities for 
the better.  The missions are not only curative; the mothers are oriented on preventive medicine, are 
trained in making their own herbal medicine and organized in health committees. 
 
Through its 5 partners in the Philippines, Solidagro (the new name of the Belgian NGO “Bevrijde Wereld”) 
assists a total of 3,325 households in 52 remote, food insecure, and poor peasant communities in 6 regions 
in increasing the production and diversification of their food through inputs (seeds, animals, tools, 
machinery) and technical trainings. At the same time, the program helps strengthen organizations of 
peasants, women, and youth, and assist them in their advocacy efforts towards local government units and  
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 5

other actors. Through the Philippine Network of Food Security Programs, advocacy on food security 
related issues such as mining and land grabbing is undertaken at the national level. 
 
Trias NGO, on the other hand, works with 10 local farmers’ and entrepreneurs’ organizations in Camarines 
Sur and Camarines Norte, and in metropolitan Manila. Core objective of the program is growing enterprises 
of family farmers and small-scale entrepreneurs that help provide decent incomes and employment in their 
communities. Trias’s expertise equips its partner cooperatives and associations with business plans, 
management systems, and business acumen to provide custom-built and viable support to their members. 
The program strongly cooperates with private companies and authorities to realize the planned pro-poor 
economic growth.  
 
KIYO’s priority program in the Philippines focuses on children in conflict with the law, and children living in 
the streets. The Philippine partner organizations of KIYO are situated in 5 metropolises, namely Baguio City, 
Metro Manila, Cebu City, Iloilo City and Davao. KIYO’s partner organizations in the Philippines focus, on the 
one hand, on the reintegration of children living in the streets and children in conflict with the law in 
society, and on the other hand, on lobbying for policies that concentrate on the rights of these children, 
and offers them chances for a satisfactory integration in society. 
 
One of the recent additions to the growing number of Belgian NGOs who have started work in the country 
as part of the Yolanda emergency and rehabilitation efforts is Caritas International Belgium. It works in 
partnership with Social Action Centers of the Catholic Church in the Philippines, and launched an integrated 
3-year post-Yolanda livelihood improvement project. The project aims to improve the livelihood situation 
and the disaster risk management capacity of communities living in 2 Municipalities and 7 Barangays in the 
Visayas. The project is expected to achieve increased production and productivity of fish, sea weed and 
crop, increased and diversified income of the community in general, and women and unemployed youth in 
particular, including improved access to market & health facilities as well as to potable water & sanitation.   
 
The interventions of these Belgian NGOs are varied and wide-reaching, and, together with their Philippine-
based partners and other relevant actors in the country, aim to institute long-standing reforms and 
changes on the lives, livelihoods, and well-being of their partner communities and sectors 
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 Belgian Filipino Business Clubs elects a new Board of Directors 
 

The Belgian Filipino Business Club (BFBC), in its Annual General Meeting last June 10, 2014, elected a new 
Board of Directors. The BFBC team for  2014 – 2015 will be composed of: 
 
●  Fred Tshidimba, President 
●  Arnaud Jourquin, Vice-President & Treasurer 
●  Philip Hermann, Secretary of the Board 
●  Emmanuel de Ghellinck, Business Director  
●  Jorinda Badilla-Flour, Events Director 
 
Congratulations to the BFBC and to the new Board of Directors!     
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 Belgian Ambassador presents his credentials in Micronesia and Palau 
 
Last April 15, HE Roland Van Remoortele was officially 
installed as the new Belgian Ambassador to the 
Federated States of Micronesia. During a short 
ceremony in the capital, the small town of Pohnpei, 
he presented his letters of credence to H.E. Manny 
Mori, President of the Federated States of 
Micronesia. During his trip to Micronesia, the 
Ambassador did also have spate meetings with Vice-
President H.E. Alik Alik, Secretary of Foreign Affairs 
Lorin Roberts, Secretary of Finance Kensley Ikosia 
and Secretary of Communications and Infrastructure 
Fracis Itimail, as well as with the local business 
community. 

 
 
 

Picture © 2014 Protocol Office of FSM 

A couple of weeks later, the Ambassador was in 
Koror for the presentation of his credentials to 
H.E. Tommy Remengesau, President of the 
Republic of Palau. The photo shows  (from l to r), 
standing : Ministers of Education and Health, HE 
the President, Ambassador and spouse, Foreign 
Secretary Billy Kuartei, Special Advisor to the 
President, sitting down: President of the Senate, 
some of the Paramount chiefs of Palau and the 
Speaker of the House of Representatives.  
 

Picture © 2014 Protocol Office of Palau  
 
 

 And last but not least 
 

Please don’t forget to visit us on our Facebook Page: http://www.facebook.com/BEEmbassyManila 
 
 

Roland VAN REMOORTELE Jan VERBEECK Jozef NAUDTS 
Ambassador Consul First Secretary 

     


