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Local Newsletter of the Belgian Embassy in Manila - N° 21  – April 2013 

 
 

 Visit by the President of the Belgian Farmers’ Union and the CEO of the Union of Self-
Employed, Small and Medium Enterprises 

 

Pictures © 2013 Jozef Serneels / Jozef Naudts 
 

From 4-8 February, a 10-member delegation led by Mr. Piet Vanthemsche, President of the Belgian Farmers' 
Union (Boerenbond), and Mr. Karel Van Eetvelt, Chief Executive Officer of the Union of Self-Employed and 
Small and Medium Enterprises (Unizo) came  to meet with Filipino family farmers and small entrepreneurs 
to exchange strategies and lessons in local economic development for poverty reduction. Their visit was 
hosted by the Belgian development NGO Trias, which has been supporting Philippine partner organizations 
since 2003. During their visits, the chief executives of Boerenbond and Unizo shared how their 
organizations in Belgium have promoted the welfare and rights of farmers and entrepreneurs.  The Belgian 
delegation visited partner organizations of TRIAS engaged in a wide range of sectors.  In Camarines Sur, the 
Metro Naga Chamber of Commerce and Industry has been helping public market vendors and small 
entrepreneurs remain competitive in the face of big market players.  On the other hand, the farmers’ 
cooperative Pecuaria Development Cooperative Inc. strives to sustain its growth as a leading supplier of 
certified organic red and black rice to supermarkets in Manila.  In Antique, the Belgian delegation met with 
representatives of the INSOL Development Foundation which supports small-scale, traditional muscovado 
sugar mills in improving their operations, enabling sugarcane farmers to earn more income.  From the 
Antique Federation of NGOs (AFON), they heared how the Tricycle Operators and Drivers Associations 
(TODAS) became successful spokespersons for their sector. In Manila, the Belgian team participated in a 
workshop with Ka-Entrep Micro and Small Entrepreneurs Organization of the Philippines to review 
strategies on promoting entrepreneurship. 
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 Butuan City Government enters agreement with Belgian company for biofuels and 
bioreactors 

 

 

On February 6, Mayor Ferdinand M. Amante Jr of 
Butuan City signed a Memorandum of 
Understanding with ANDINAX, a Belgian 
company, for the processing of Banana Grass for 
Biofuels and the delivery of Bioreactors for Solid 
Waste Management. With this MOU, the Butuan 
City Government aims to cultivate its vast 
agricultural land area for agro-forestry 
development in order to attain optimum use of 
resources without compromising environmental 
protection and preservation. ANDINAX, on the 
other hand, agrees to find financial resources, 
search for buyers for all end products, and make 
available its expertise to best assist the BCG in the 
project implementation. Picture © 2013 Axel de Buysscher 

 
In a short discussion with the media after the MOU Signing, Mayor Amante said that once implemented, the 
project will definitely open new jobs to the locals, whilst providing means to properly segregate the waste 
in the city and further boost the local economy. ANDINAX is a company based in Brecht, Belgium. It is 
engaged in power generation with the use of dedicated biomass crop, bana grass and solid waste.  
 
 

 Opening CBRN Centre of Excellence 
 
On March 6, an official ceremony took place in Malacanang Palace to mark the opening of the EU Centre of 
Excellence (CoE) on Chemical, Biological, Radiological and Nuclear Risk Mitigation (CBRN) for the ASEAN 
Region, which will be based in Manila. The CBRN CoE Initiative is implemented jointly by the European 
Commission’s Joint Research Centre (JRC, based in Geel, Belgium) and the United Nations Interregional 
Crime and Justice Research Institute (UNICRI). The new Centre will help to promote preparedness in ASEAN 
countries for risks of a Chemical, Biological, Radiological or  Nuclear nature. The origin of these risks can be 
criminal, accidental or natural. Furthermore, the CBRN CoE Initiative seeks to boost cooperation at national 
nd international levels, and to develop a common and coherent CBRN risk mitigation policy at national and 
regional level.   
 
After the official opening ceremony in the presence of Executive Secretary Paquito Ochoa Jr., the Philippine 
Emergency Services conducted a demonstration exercise, involving the evacuation of several victims that 
had been affected by a dangerous chemical substance. 
 

 

Participants in the opening ceremony of the CBRN 
centre of Excellence posing together with Executive 

Secretary Paquito Ochoa Jr. 

Philippine Emergency Services demonstrating their 
preparedness to intervene in case of an incident with a 

dangerous chemical substance 
Picture © 2013 Thelma Gecolea, EU delegation, Manila Picture © 2013 Robert Vinas, Malacanang Photo Bureau 
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 Bamboo Organ Festival 2013 – An Evening of Organ Music with Peter Van de Velde 
 

February 21 -27, the 38th Edition of the Bamboo Organ Festival took place in the Parish Church of Las Piñas. 
The Festival is organized around the famous Bamboo organ, which was build at the beginning of the 19th 
century by Father Diego Cera de la Virgen del Carmen. Nowadays, it is the only functioning organ in the 
world build from bamboo pipes. 
 
Over the years, the Bamboo Organ Festival has earned itself a reputation both nationally and 
internationally. The festival has brought Philippine music, culture and tradition to the international stage. 
Guest of honor during the 38th edition of the Bamboo Organ festival was Mr Peter Van de Velde, titular 
organist of the Antwerp Cathedral.  On Sunday Evening, February 24, the Belgian Embassy organized an 
“Evening of Organ Music” during which Mr Peter Van de Velde performed on both the Bamboo Organ in 
the church and the larger contemporary instrument in the school auditorium. 
 

Some impressions from the Evening of Organ Music with Peter Van de Velde  (in the picture with the green – yellow 
welcome token) on February 24, during the 38th Edition of the Bamboo  Organ festival in Las Pinas 

Pictures © 2013 Armando Salarza 
 
 
 

 2nd Belgian Chocolate Night: A Celebration of Pure Belgian Chocolate Bliss 
 

Puratos, world leader in bakery, patisserie and chocolate ingredients staged the 2nd “Belgian Chocolate 
Night” at the Residence of the Belgian Ambassador last February 26. After the first Belgian Chocolate Night, 
seven years ago, more than two hundred guests witnessed this edition of the one-of-a-kind chocolate 
appreciation night held in honor of the Puratos brand Belcolade, the Real Belgian Chocolate, couverture 
chocolate for professionals. Dignitaries, socialites, chefs, entrepreneurs, and friends from the food and 
hotel industry were treated to an exciting evening which took off with a scrumptious buffet spread of a 
uniquely Filipino cocktail menu by Chef Laudico and French wines sponsored by Forth & Tay. 
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The Belcolade chocolate buffet with a chocolate “nipa” 

hut as centerpiece 
Chef Roland Laudico, Chef SauDel Rosario and  

Chef JacLaudico 

 

The first ever Belcolade Chocolate Musical staged by 
local theatre professionals 

Guests partake of the chocolate buffet filled with goodies 
and desserts made with Belcolade, the Real Belgian 

Chocolate 
Pictures © 2012 Apple Lopez, Puratos 

 
To start the evening, Mr. Bernard Poplimont, General Manager of Puratos Philippines and South East Asia, 
took the stage to talk a little bit about what the Belgian Chocolate Night is all about. Afterwards, Mr. Piet 
Sanders, Puratos Regional Director for Eastern Europe and Asia-Pacific, presented the Puratos Group and 
the mission of the company. To the delight of the crowd, the husband and wife tandem of Chef Roland and 
Chef JacLaudico was gracious enough to present how they used Belcolade in some of the savoury dishes 
served in the buffet. The celebrity pair also took advantage of this rare moment to thank Puratos for the 
top quality products they have been using in Bistro Filipino over the years. Chef Roland is one of the judges 
in ABS-CBN’s reality show Masterchef Pinoy Edition while Chef Jac has guested in numerous TV shows, 
including Junior Masterchef.  
 
Up next was the General Manager of Belcolade, Ms. Caroline Ouwerx, who introduced the Belcolade brand, 
its range of products and an overview of the company’s chocolate business worldwide and in Asia. Her 
colourful powerpoint presentation lead to the introduction of Chef Stef Aerts, Belcolade Innovation Center 
Manager, who introduced a new creative tool called “Chocolate Food Pairing”, a method for identifying 
which foods go well together. He engaged the crowd in an interactive tasting exercise of how a single 
ingredient could affect the flavour profile of a chocolate product.  
 
After this, the guests were treated to a surprise entertainment number - the very first Belcolade Chocolate 
Musical performed by a group of professional theatre artists. This 20 minute dynamite show had the lead 
actress looking for the perfect chocolate. Different characters appeared to tempt her with their chocolate 
but she did not like them all. Only during Willy Wonka’s appearance and when he brought her to his 
chocolate factory that she was convinced his chocolate was the best - because it was made with Belcolade, 
The Real Belgian Chocolate!  
 
The evening ended with the highly anticipated unveiling of the “chocolate buffet” specially prepared by 
Chef Stef together with the Technical Team of Puratos Philippines. Guests flocked to the buffet spread of 
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ten varieties of pralines, truffles, cookies, and other desserts. There even was a chocolate cocktail drink. It 
was definitely a night to remember and those who attended wished it was held every year.  
 
For more information on Puratos, log on to www.puratos.com or call Puratos Customer Service at 838-5110 
to 15. For more information on Belcolade, log on to www.belcolade.com.  
 

 Tahanang Walang Hagdanan receives the visit of President Aquino on the occasion of 
its 40th anniversary 

 

H.E. President Benigno Aquino, Sister Marieke Gielkens ICM, 
and Social Welfare Secretary Corazon Soliman during the 

celebrations for 40 years Tahanang Walang Hagdanan  

On Friday, February 22, Tahanang Walang 
Hagdanan, the House without Steps, a non-profit 
and non-government organization caring for 
persons with disabilities based in Cainta, Rizal, 
celebrated its 40 years of existence. On this 
occasion the centre received the high visit of H.E. 
President Benigno Aquino and Social Welfare 
Secretary Corazon Soliman. Tahanang Walang 
Hagdanan Inc. was founded in 1973 by the Belgian 
ICM Sister Valeriana Baerts, who unfortunately 
could not attend the anniversary celebrations 
because of an illness. Since its start in 1973, 
Tahanang Walang Hagdanan has trained and 
educated more than 1,500 people living with 
disabilities. Today, the Center has specially 
adapted training facilities, living quarters, a metal 
crafts shop, a wood workshop, a wheelchair 
manufacturing facility and an operation for the 
packaging of pharmaceutical items.  
 

Picture © 2013 Angel Villafuerte 

During his visit, President Aquino presented awards to persons with disabilities who are achievers in their 
respective field. Among the awardees were Adeline Dumapong of Ifugao, a Paralympic games medalist; 
Rex Bernardo of Camarines Norte, a recipient of the Professional Advancement Award given by the ASEAN 
Para Games in 2003; Domingo Literal of Sorsogon, gold medal winner in the Personal Computer Assembly 
during the 12th TESDA Regional and National Skills Competition and an IT Supervisor at the center in Cainta; 
Dr Enrique Ampo of Cagayan de Oro, a recipient of the Outstanding Alumnus Award given by Xavier 
University in Cagayan de Oro in 2006 and Edward Delos Santos of Benguet, a recipient of the 
Entrepreneurship Award given by the Philippine Foundation for the Rehabilitation of Disabled (PFRDI) in 
2002. Aside from the five awardees, a posthumous volunteer service award was also given to Engr. Felix 
Gonzales of Bulacan for his 20 years of voluntary service to Tahanang Walang Hagdanan. 
 

Presentation of a certificate of recognition to Sr Marieke 
Gielkens, co-founder of Tahanang Walang Hagdanan 

In his speech, President Aquino lauded the 
persons with disabilities achievers for the success 
in their chosen fields, saying that they exemplify 
hope to other Filipinos who are dreaming of 
success in their chosen careers.  « Their current 
state did not hinder them from doing significant 
reformation through their actions embedded in 
their heart and mind » according to the President 
of the Republic. President Aquino also thanked the 
ICM Sisters for continuously helping handicapped 
individuals and increasing their capacities through 
skills trainings and seminars. Currently, there is 
one Belgian sister, Sr Marieke Gielens, still actively 
involved in the management of the Hous without 
Steps. 

Picture © 2013 Angel Villafuerte  
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 Chefs on Parade support Tuloy sa Don Bosco 
 

 
Belgian Chef Emmanuel Stroobant during his visit  

to Tuloy sa Dan Bosco 

Picture © 2013 Phlippe Bartholomi 

The Hotel and Restaurant Association of the 
Philippines (HRAP) organized this year’s edition of 
“Chefs on Parade” February 28 – March 3 at the SMX 
Convention Center in Manila. As during previous 
editions, our compatriot Philippe Bartholomi was one 
of the main organizers of this event. Also present was 
Emmanuel Stroobant, a Belgian Chef living in 
Singapore, who was one of the resource persons 
during “Chefs on Parade”, but managed to take some 
time off from his busy schedule to visit Tuloy sa Don 
Bosco, a centre for children growing up in difficult 
situations. With the help of the cooking artists from 
Chefs on Parade, the children in Tuloy sa Don Bosco 
learn basic cooking skills and also get the occasion to 
do internships in different hotels and restaurants 
across Manila, offering them a road to stable, full-time 
employment. 

 
 Activities of the Belgian Filipino Business Club  

 

The Belgian Filipino Business Club (BFBC) started 2013 with a family day in Antipolo City, where we visited 
the Pinto Art Gallery followed by a delicious lunch at the Swiss Restaurant “le Vieux Chalêt”. On January 31, 
BFBC participated in the 7th Networking Night organized by the European Chambers of Commerce in 
Manila. Mr René Legrand, Alternate Director at the Asian Development Bank, was our guest speaker during 
a very interesting business lunch in Intercontinental Hotel on February 22. March 7, BFBC together with the 
German-Philippine Chamber of Commerce organized a visit to the Coffral Access and Shoring Inc. 
Warehouse in Malabon City. The first semester was concluded together with the friends of the Dutch Club 
during a Family Barbecue and Easter Egg Hunt at the Moon Garden in Tagaytay, on  Palm Sunday, March 24. 
 
Upcoming events of the BFBC include the monthly Happy Hour on April 12, which will take place in the 
Cyrano Wine Bar, Carlos Palanca street corner Legaspi street, Makati City, and the  Belgian Beers and 
Cheese Night at the Manila Polo Club on May 8. One week later, on May 16, there will be the BFBC General 
Assembly in New Horizon Hotel, with the annual elections for the board of directors. 
 

 

BFBC visiting the Pinto Art Galery during the Family Day 
in Antipolo City, January 20 

BFBC & Dutch Club Family Barbecue and Easter Egg Hunt, 
Tagaytay, March 24 

Picture © 2013 Jozef Naudts 
 

For more details on upcoming activities of the Belgian Filipino Business Club or for membership 

enquiries, please contact: BFBCMANILA@gmail.com 
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 Message from the Consular Section: Changes in the Code of Belgian nationality  
 
The Consular Section of the Belgian Embassy wishes to inform you that starting from January 1, 2013, it is no 
longer possible to apply for Belgian citizenship at the Belgian Embassy based on one of the following 
grounds:  marriage, recovery of lost citizenship or naturalization. Declarations of attribution of nationality 
to one’s child, forsaking and conservation of the Belgian nationality are still possible. 

 
 

 And last but not least 
 
Feel free to make contributions to our next edition by writing to jozef.naudts@diplobel.fed.be 
 

Christian MEERSCHMAN Jan VERBEECK Jozef NAUDTS 
Ambassador Consul First Secretary 

        

 


