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Local Newsletter of the Embassy of Belgium in Manila- N° 25 – October 2014 

 
 

 The Embassy welcomes Xavier Leblanc 
 

 Counselor Xavier Leblanc took up his functions in the Embassy on August 18. He succeeds 
to Jozef Naudts, who moved to Dar-Es-Salaam, Tanzania. 

 
Xavier Leblanc started his diplomatic career in 1991. He has since then assumed different 
responsibilities, managed a variety of issues and traveled extensively.  
 

 
Picture © 2014 Xavier Leblanc 

 
Xavier worked successively in our bilateral embassies in Kuala Lumpur (Malaysia), Cairo (Egypt) 
and Brasilia (Brazil). He served at the Permanent Mission of Belgium to the United Nations in New 
York.  
 
At the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in Brussels, Xavier was first in charge of multilateral 
environmental issues, such as climate change and biodiversity before joining the United Nations 
department. 
 
His new posting in Manila is a great opportunity for Xavier to work in a country that he truly 
appreciates. Xavier is married to a Filipina, and apart from several personal visits, he had the 
chance to come to accompany the economic mission led by the Prince Philippe in 1996. 
 
You may contact Xavier at xavier.leblanc@diplobel.fed.be or at 02/845 1869 x 804. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:Xavier.Leblanc@diplobel.fed.be
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 President Aquino visits Belgium 
 
On 15 and 16 September 2014, President Benigno S. Aquino III visited Belgium, meeting His 
Majesty Philippe, King of the Belgians, and outgoing Prime Minister Elio Di Rupo.  
 
In 2016, Belgium and the Philippines will celebrate the 70th anniversary of their bilateral relations. 
It is estimated that there are 700 000 Filipinos in Europe with 6 600 living in Belgium.  Moreover, 
74 associations gather Filipinos residing in Belgium and Luxembourg. It was the first time for 
President Aquino to visit Belgium. His mother, Cory Aquino, had visited Belgium 25 years ago, in 
1989, upon an invitation of late King Baudouin.  
 
President Aquino started his stay in Belgium on September 15 with a visit to EU Commission 
President Barroso for a bilateral meeting in the Berlaymont building of the European Commission. 
They discussed bilateral issues such as trade and investment, bilateral development cooperation 
and maritime issues, and also  the Mindanao Peace process and Europe-Asia relations. 
 

 
Picture © 2014 Embassy of the Philippines 

in Brussels 

 
Later that same day, President Aquino met His Majesty 
King Philippe at the Royal Palace. The President expressed 
his gratitude for the assistance and support of Belgium in 
the aftermath of typhoon Haiyan that hit the Philippines in 
November 2013. Topics such as the historical Belgium-
Philippines relations, the commemoration of the 100th 
anniversary of World War I and the peace process in 
Mindanao were discussed.  

 
The following day, on September 16, President Aquino 
met with Belgian Prime Minister Elio Di Rupo at the Prime 
Minister’s residence. They discussed how to enhance 
bilateral cooperation, particularly in the areas of trade, 
investment and tourism. The President raised the 
Philippines’ plan to settle the situation in the South China 
Sea peacefully. President Aquino expressed his gratitude 
to Belgium for supporting the application of the 
Philippines to the GSP+, a system that would open the 
European market to more exports from the Philippines. 

 
Picture © 2014 Embassy of the Philippines in 

Brussels 
 

The President’s stay in Belgium ended with an official speech at the Val Duchesse Castle in the 
framework of the 50th Anniversary of EU – Philippines relations. 

http://www.eeas.europa.eu/philippines/
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 Belgian NGOs at the Embassy of Belgium 
 
The Embassy had a dialogue with Belgian NGOs on October 3 to discuss the contribution of 
Belgium to the development of the Philippines and the functioning of the humanitarian 
network in the country.  
 

At the beginning of October, the Ambassador, together with Xavier Leblanc and intern Roxane 
Van Lerberge, had the chance to meet with representatives of the Belgian NGOs active in the 
Philippines. Dialogue Meetings between the NGOs and the Embassy aim at creating stronger ties 
between the Embassy and the Belgian humanitarian community in the Philippines and fostering a 
better flow of information concerning development cooperation issues. The Embassy acts as a 
link between NGOs, the Directorate-General for Development Cooperation (DGD) in Brussels and 
other national or international actors.  
 

 
Picture © 2014 Embassy of Belgium in Manila 

 
After a brief presentation of the representatives around the table, the participants had a chance 
to explain the challenges they face on a daily basis. The information was duly noted and 
operational suggestions were made as to what the Embassy could do to help. 
 
The focus of the discussion then shifted towards an exchange of ideas on how to improve 
coordination and information sharing in times of natural disasters, an issue of particular interest 
for Roxane who is currently writing a thesis on crisis communication in humanitarian emergency 
response. The participants admitted that, despite the technology at their disposal and the 
coordination structure put in place by the United Nations, handling an emergency situation such 
as a natural disaster remains challenging. However, it was observed that the response to typhoon 
Haiyan, regardless of difficulties, has been reasonably managed by the humanitarian community 
given the available means. 
 
The meeting was also the opportunity for NGOs to share success stories and highlight Belgium’s 
involvement in the development of the Philippines.  
 
The meeting was followed by a lunch during which the participants had a chance to further 
discuss their own experience, exchange interesting ideas and talk about projects on an informal 
basis. Roman, the wife of former First Secretary Jozef Naudts, joined participants for lunch and 
shared information on her visit to the Philippines. 
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 DISOP, a Belgian NGO, shares a testimony of their achievements in improving 
the quality of life of poor communities in the Philippines 

 

DISOP, Dienst voor Internationale Samenwerking aan Ontwikkelings Projecten or 
Organization for International Co-operation on Development Projects, is a Belgian non-
profit organization active in the Philippines. DISOP supports community-initiated 
development programs, which are based on economically sustainable, ecologically sound 
and gender responsive development efforts. They aim to achieve this through financial 
assistance and multi-level capability building in partnership with non-governmental 
organizations (NGOs) and people’s organizations (POs) with the end-view of improving 
the quality of life of poor communities. Their activities are agriculture development, 
income and employment generation, management of environment and natural resources 
on a sustainable basis, micro and small entrepreneurs development, trainings, 
strengthening the organization, planning, management and accountability capacities of 
local NGOs and rural and urban poor including the development of basic community 
services and capacity building of community organizations (cooperatives and 
associations). Here are some testimonies of the development aid DISOP and its partners 
provide. 
 
Improved income through livestock and crop integration 
 
“I am Jennifer Costillas, 24 years old, housewife from Brgy. Ilihan, Macrohon, Southern Leyte. I have a 
2- year old son. My husband, Junny worked as a caretaker of the fighting cock from a rich family in 
our place before the project started. But when the farm owner transferred to Manila he lost his job. 
Since then life was harder. Even the basic needs of our family were supported by my mother (Emma 
Ipes). To earn cash income, my husband gathered firewood, helped my mother in harvesting 
coconuts and made charcoal out of the coconut shells.  
 
In August 2011, the Mag-uugmad Foundation, Inc. (MFI)- DISOP Philippines / Heifer Philippines project 
started its implementation in our place. We were fortunate to have received vegetable seeds that 
were distributed to the beneficiaries. We planted it in a small piece of land owned by my mother. Not 
long after, the vegetables bear many fruits. It provided more than enough for our family’s 
consumption, in fact, we sold some to have cash for our basic needs. From then, we continuously 
planted vegetables. We adopted the technology of basket composting and compost heap to have 
more supply of organic fertilizer and to have cleaner surroundings.  
 
We also received two pregnant goats from Heifer 
Philippines project. The manure from the goats is 
used to fertilize the vegetables we planted. 
Through vegetable production, my family started 
to save regularly.  Besides, we also put savings of 
at least P1 per day in our PO (IMFA – Ilihan and 
Mabanga Farmers Association). The money we 
earned from pig raising was used to complete the 
construction of my house. Now, my husband and I 
are happy because we have a livelihood near our 
house and time for the family.”  
 Picture © 2013 DISOP annual report 
 

 

http://disop.ph/
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 Entraide & Fraternité supports sustainable agriculture in the Philippines 
 

Entraide et Fraternité and the Belgian 
Development Cooperation support the Promotion 
of Sustainable Peasant Agriculture programmes in 
the Philippines, implemented by five NGOs 
(CONZARRD, DKMP-Lanao, TRIPOD Foundation, 
Sumpay Mindanao, and Mindanao Tri-people 
Women Resource Center)  since 2008. 

 
 Picture © 2014 Entraide & Fraternité 

 

Entraide & Fraternité shares the story of Theresa who converted to organic agriculture through a 
partner local cooperative in the Philippines. 
 

Picture © 2014 Entraide & Fraternité 

Theresa, a mother of four had no land and not 
enough money to ensure the education of her 
children beyond primary school. She and her 
husband, both from farming families, worked initially 
as laborers and did not earn additional income. They 
cultivated abandoned fields without paying any rent, 
but without any right either, with the risk of being 
expelled any time. 
 
Since Theresa started to participate in a local co- 
production of organic rice supported by CONZARRD, 
she managed to save some money to rent one 
hectare of land in the hills on which the family grows 
organic rice, corn and vegetables. She now produces 
enough rice to feed the family for most of the year. 
Most vegetables are sold in the market to cover the 
school fees of the children.  
 
CONZARRD also gave her access to a backyard 
livestock keeping and she was able to buy a carabao. 

 
CONZARRD also helps families to have access to the land of a former hacienda through advocacy, 
to convert to organic farming. Recently, Theresa started processing her land claim under a land 
distribution program in order to get a legal title. The file is progressing well but is still in the land 
bank. To become the owner of her land, Theresa will pay a small amount for 30 years, while the 
rest will be paid by the land bank. The family has already started preparing the land in order to 
plant fruit trees (coconut, jackfruit, bananas and cocoa). They plan to build a small wooden house 
with a small garden to grow vegetables. 
 
 

http://www.entraide.be/-pays_Philippines-?lang=fr
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 A NEW BELGIAN FEDERAL GOVERNMENT 
 
On October 11 the new federal government, formed after protracted negotiations following the 
elections of 21 May, took the oath of allegiance before HM the King. 
 
New Prime Minister is Mr Charles Michel, Mr Didier Reynders remains deputy Prime Minister and 
Minister for Foreign Affairs, Mr Alexander Decroo is deputy Prime Minister and Minister for 
Development Cooperation, and Mr Pieter De Crem becomes State Secretary for Foreign Trade. 
 

Charles  Michel Didier Reynders Alexander De Croo Pieter De Crem 

    
Picture © 2014 SPF FA Picture © 2014 SPF FA Picture © 2014 SPF FA Picture © 2014 SPF FA 

 
 PLEASE JOIN US 

  
The International Bazaar will be held on Sunday 16 November 2014 from 9am to 7pm at PICC 
Forums 1, 2 & 3 CCP Complex Roxas Blvd. 1307 Pasay City. In the Belgium booths: Bonbonniere, 
Booze Online, Ice-Watch and TWH.  
  
Alexandra Van Lierde, a Belgian artist residing in Manila, will exhibit at the NOW GALLERY in 
Pasong Tamo (G/F ECO PLAZA) from 20-30 November 2014. Opening reception on Thursday 20 
November at 6p.m. - with the support of the Embassy. 
  
For more information on these events: xavier.leblanc@diplobel.fed.be 

 
 Last but not least 

 

Feel free to suggest contributions to our next local newsletter by writing to 
xavier.leblanc@diplobel.fed.be 
 
Please visit our Facebook page regularly and help us reach our target of 1 000 likes by December 
31, 2014: 

 
 

Roland VAN REMOORTELE Xavier LEBLANC Jan VERBEECK 
Ambassador Deputy Head of Mission  Consul 

 

mailto:xavier.leblanc@diplobel.fed.be
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https://www.facebook.com/BEEmbassyManila

