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 Belgian government deploys B-FAST team to the Philippines 
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On November 8, the central part of the Philippines was hit by super-typhoon Haiyan, locally known as 
typhoon Yolanda. More than 6,200 people lost their lives, some 1,750 remain missing more than three 
months after the disaster struck. In a statement made on November 10, the Belgian Minister of Foreign 
Affairs, H.E. Didier Reynders, presented his most sincere condolences to the to the Philippine Government 
as well as to the friends and relatives of those who lost their lives during the typhoon.  
 
Given the scale of the disaster, the Belgian government decided to organize a humanitarian flight from 
Belgium to the Philippines and to deploy the Belgian First Aid and Support Team (B-FAST) to provide 
emergency relief in the most affected areas. The B-FAST team was one of the first international aid teams 
to arrive in Cebu and Tacloban, on November 12. The B-FAST team brought with them a fully equipped field 
hospital, which was set up in the town of Palo, just to the South of Tacloban. Between November 12 and 22,   
a team of 35 experienced doctors and nurses provided medical assistance to 1,300 victims of the typhoon. 
 
Furthermore, a mobile water treatment unit was also installed, with a capacity to produce up to 4,000 
liters of drinking water / hour for the affected population in Palo. After the departure of the B-FAST team, 
the field hospital was handed over to a German NGO and the water treatment unit to the municipality of 
Palo. 
 
The Belgian Embassy in Manila received several expressions of gratitude for the deployment of the B-FAST 
team after typhoon Haiyan, including from President Aquino, but also from ordinary Filipinos. 
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 Belgian NGO’s heavily involved in relief and rehabilitation after typhoon Haiyan 
 
Also the Belgian NGO’s have been heavily involved in the relief and rehabilitation efforts after typhoon 
Haiyan/Yolanda.   
 

Immediately after the extent of the disaster became clear, the Consortium of Belgian Organizations for 
Emergency Relief launched its campaign “Haiyan 21-21”. By the beginning of February, 9.3 million Euros had 
been collected for the relief activities of Caritas International Belgium, Doctors of the World, Handicap 
International, Oxfam Belgium and Unicef Belgium here in the Philippines. 
 

Caritas International Belgium responded 
through the National Secretariat for Social Action 
(NASSA), which is Caritas Philippines. Together 
with its local counterparts, Caritas distributed 
relief goods in Northern Cebu, Leyte and Samar. 
Currently, Caritas International Belgium is 
starting a medium-term Livelihood Recovery 
Program in Antique Province on the island of 
Panay.  
 

Oxfam Belgium is contributing to the relief 
efforts through the local partners of the Oxfam 
International Network. Oxfam is currently 
engaged in Water, Sanitation and Hygiene 
(WASH) activities in the affected areas. 
Furthermore, the organization, which is also sup -  

Distribution of relief goods in Barangay Mahawon, 
Kanangga, Leyte, by Third World Health 
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porting long-term development projects in the Philippines, is organizing cash-for-work activities for the 
conversion of lumber wood into construction materials and is looking at ways to support the recovery of 
livelihoods, especially in the agricultural sector. 
 
Handicap International has both emergency and long-term activities in the Philippines. With regard to the 
emergency activities, they are currently working in Tacloban, Leyte, distributing non-food items (tents, 
mosquito nets and blankets, kitchen set, lamp and shelter boxes), running a program of Disability and 
Vulnerabilty Focal Points and using trucks for distribution and debris removal. In Roxas, on the island of 
Panay, they organize cash-for-shelter activities. With regard to the development activities, they work in the 
Compostela Valley of Mindanao (a region affected by typhoon Bopha / Pablo in December 2012) and in Rizal 
Province. 
 

Another relief agency that that was among the first to respond after the typhoon stuck is Doctors Without 
Borders / Médecins Sans Frontières (MSF) (not a member of the consortium). MSF organized multi-
facetted interventions, which required several flights with relief goods.  A team of MSF is currently still 
engaged in assisting the hospital in Guyian, on the island of Samar.  
 

Distribution of relief goods in Northern Cebu by Caritas 
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Water tank construction in Palawan, STEP Program 
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Also several of the structural NGOs, which have been working long-term development programs in the 
Philippines for many years, supported the relief and rehabilitation efforts of their partners and 
communities in the aftermath of Typhoon Haiyan / Yolanda. 13 NGO’s have associated themselves in order 
to launch the action  “Heropbouw Filipijnen” (Reconstruction Philippines) through the NGO Federation 
and 11.11.11. Covering the devastated areas of Samar, Leyte, Panay, Palawan, Masbate, Mindoro and 
Northern Cebu, the NGOs altogether gave an initial support of around 400,000 Euros to farmers, 
fisherfolks, small entrepreneurs, indigenous peoples, women and children for emergency relief and 
reconstruction. 
 
The typhoon affected 4,366 households in the program areas of Bevrijde Wereld (New World) and its 
partners in Eastern Visayas, Panay and Masbate. With the support of the Province of East Flanders, 
assistance was given for the repair of infrastructure and farms, and for the provision of planting seeds. 
 
A partner organization of KIYO, the Bidlisiw Foundation in Cebu City, initiated psychosocial outreach 
activities to the affected communities in Northern Cebu, as well as to families that were evacuated from 
the worst affected areas in Eastern Visayas and temporarily sheltered in and around Cebu City. The latter is 
done in collaboration with the Department of Social Welfare and Development (DSWD). The outreach 
activities focus specifically on psychosocial first aid by professional psychologists, especially for children.  
 
The STEP-Program, supported by the Province of Antwerp, gave additional support through one of its 
partners on the island of Palawan, specifically for the building of a community centre in the tribal village of 
Marabal, Culion. The construction and set up of the center was planned together with the local folks, so 
that it will serve as a refuge in times of disaster, but will also complement the basic needs of the people like 
food and water. Support was also extended to procure external supplies (building materials) which were 
needed to complete the building of a rainwater collector and a sanitary and utilities facility. At a later stage, 
a community library will be added as well to enhance the information and knowledge sharing among the 
people. The buildings and facilities were expected to be finished by mid-January. 
 
Three of the partner orgnaizations of Geneeskunde voor de Derde Wereld / Third World Health Aid were 
also affected by the typhoon. They are situated in Samar, Mindoro and Panay, with Panay being the worst 
hit. Support came mainly in the form of immediate relief assistance to affected families and communities, 
and a portion went to the rehabilitation needs of the same. 
 
Partner target groups of TRIAS in Antique Province were greatly affected. Damage to houses, properties, 
crops and enterprises resulted to losses which directly affected the small farmers', fishermen's and 
entrepreneurs' income sources. Rehabilitation support was provided in the form of operating capital for 
small scale entrepreneurs as market vendors, sari-sari store owners, retailers, bakers, food processors and 
handicraft producers; equipment such as generators and solar panels; fishing pump boats, fishing rafts and 
paraphernalia; and support to restore the agricultural projects of farmers' and entrepreneurs' 
organizations, seed banks and nurseries etc. The support addresses immediate needs to rebuild the 
enterprises in order to sustain livelihoods and recover losses. 

 

Singing up for revolving funds to restart  
handicraft production  

Picture © 2013 TRIAS 

Yolanda Relief Watch Banner  
Freedom from debt coalition 

Picture © 2013 11.11.11 
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Support originating from 11.11.11 was channeled to two partners, which are national networks that have 
members and constituents in Northern Cebu, Eastern Visayas and Coron, Palawan. Initial support went to 
emergency relief (provisioning of food packs, blankets, and other relief items) and clearing operations for 
devastated offices and houses. Partners have since then started the reconstruction and rebuilding work in 
those areas. Additional support will also be provided to the partners for advocacy work where they will 
focus on the transparency and accountability aspect of disaster work.  
 
Entraide et Fraternité, another Belgian NGO, assisted its partners in Mindanao after typhoon Sendong / 
Washi back in 2012 to establish the Mindanao Humanitarian Action Network against Disasters (Mi-HANDs). 
The people of Mi-HANDS undertook several missions from Mindanao to assist the affected population in 
the Visayas. More missions are foreseen in the coming months to help during the reconstruction phase.  
 

The NGOs are optimistic that with the appropriate support from all sectors, and the partnership with the 
local partners and communities, the affected areas will be able to rebuild themselves, and transform into 
better and resilient localities. 
  

 

 Ambassador Van Remoortele presents his credentials to President Aquino 
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Last December 2. the Belgian Ambassador, H.E. Roland Van Remoortele, was received in Malacanang Palace 
for the presentation of his credentials to the President of the Republic of the Philippines, H. E. Benigno S 
Aquino III.  After the playing of the national hymns, Ambassador Van Remoortele inspected the presidential 
guards of Malacanang Palace before signing the Golden Book of Honour. After being introduced to each 
other, the President and the Ambassador discussed Belgian – Philippine relations during a closed-door 
meeting in the presence of the Secretary of Foreign Affairs, H.E. Albert F. Del Rosario 

 

 

 Lonely Planet names Belgium 2014’s place to be  
 

Describing Belgium as “Europe’s underrated gem”, the world’s biggest travel book publisher Lonely Planet 
places the country eighth in its Top 10 travel destinations of 2014. Lonely Planet praises Belgium on account 
of its picturesque cities – Bruges, Antwerp, Ghent –, its walkable capital Brussels with great museums and 
its medieval towns where culture and gastronomy are two sides of the same coin.  
 
The influential travel guide also cites the upcoming commemoration of the First World War as a major 
tourist attraction. “From 2014 until 2018 a huge influx of visitors is expected,” the Lonely Planet website 
says, “which will change travelers’ preconceptions of Belgium as a holiday destination.”  
 

More infoon the website : http://www.xpats.com/lonely-planet-names-belgium-place-be-2014 
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 Belgian-Filipino student places third in the 2013 Philippines Nursing Examination 
 

The Philippine Inquirer reported on January 17 that Marian Vanslembrouck, a Belgian-Filipino student at 
Siliman University in Dumaguete placed third overall in the 2013 Philippines Nurse Licensure Examination.  
According to the newspaper, Mrs Vanslembrouck, 19, was overwhelmed upon hearing of her excellent 
result. “I wasn’t expecting it but I was hoping and praying that I would make good because I gave it my 
best,” the Belgian-Filipino student told the Inquirer. Vanslembrouck won runner-up honors in the Miss 
Silliman pageant in 2010 and served as student government president in school year 2012-2013.  Preparing 
for the board exam meant answering multiple choice questions. “I answered lots of questions—previous 
board exam questions and possible questions. I must have answered 8,000 multiple choice questions in 
preparation for the board,” she said. “It was my ‘O.C.ness’ (obsessive compulsiveness) coming out,” she 
said.   
 
Vanslembrouck said she looked forward to a possible career in teaching.  “I really like to teach, or I might 
take up law,” she said. Her interest in law was inspired by her stint as student government president. The 
elder of two children of Jan Vanslembrouck, a seafarer, and Maria Teresa Maro, a Dumagueteña, Marian 
was born in Pasay City where their family first lived.  They moved to Dumaguete when she was 3 years old. 
She studied at Negros Oriental Montessori International School and Dumaguete Science High School before 
becoming a nursing student at Silliman University. Her younger brother, Lars, is an engineering student, 
also at Silliman.  
 
 

 Belgian Embassy launches its new Facebook Page 
 

 

 
The Belgian Embassy is very proud to announce that it has created its own place on Facebook. Regular 
posts and updates on Belgium and the Philippines can be found on:  
 

http://www.facebook.com/BEEmbassyManila 
 

Furthermore, we have started working on a new version of the Embassies’ website 
(www.diplomatie.be/manila). While the old site is still online, a completely new site is being developed. It 
will be launched later in the year. 
 
 

 And last but not least 
 

Feel free to make contributions to our next edition by writing to jozef.naudts@diplobel.fed.be 
 

Roland VAN REMOORTELE Jan VERBEECK Jozef NAUDTS 
Ambassador Consul First Secretary 

     


