
 1 

 

 
N° 17 – December 2011 

 
 

 November 15: Kings’ Day Celebration in Manilla 
 
On November 15, Ambassador Meerschman hosted the annual reception on the occasion of Belgiums’ 
Kings’ Day. The Ambassador was honored with the presence of the Rhondalla-on-Wheels Music Orchestra, 
a group of musicians with physical disabilities, who performed under the direction of the Belgian ICM Sister 
Roos Catry. They played both the Belgian and the Filipino National Hymn. 
 
Notwithstanding the rainy weather, more than 400 guests joined us on November 15 to enjoy the music, 
delicious food, Belgian fries and Belgian Beer. 

 

Welcome by H.E. Ambassador Christian 

Meerschman, Mme Greta Vanmaele-Meerschman, 

and the other Belgian staff of the Embassy 

 

The Rhondalla on Wheels Music Orchestra, under 

the direction of the Belgian ICM Sister Roos Catry 

  

Mr Alain Meunier, Mr Philip Hermann, Ms Helen 

Grace, Ms Mae Giron, Ms Jocelyn More  

Mr Gerard Rixhon, Ms Arelene Labindao, Ms 

Christina Suzara, Ms Nicole Herrera, Ms Jenelyn 

Samson and Mrs Felicitas Rixhon 
Pictures © 2011 Pauline Sulit 
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 Forum Belgian Development Cooperation in the Philippines 
  
Although it has been many years now since the Philippines was removed from the list of partner countries 
for the official Belgian Development Cooperation, there are still a lot of Belgian organizations, missionaries, 
religious congregations and private initiatives involved in development work in the country. A cautious 
estimate of the Belgian Embassy in Manila shows that in 2010 the Belgian support to the Philippines, from 
various sources, amounted to at least 5 million Euros. However, since the closure of the development 
section of the Embassy, about ten years ago, there has not been any occasion to meet with Belgian 
development actors working in the Philippines.  
 
That is why, on Saturday, October 29, the Belgian Embassy, together with the Belgian-Filipino Business Club 
(BFBC), organized a Forum on Belgian Development Cooperation in the Philippines. The Embassy had two 
objectives while organizing this Forum: 

• to create an opportunity for Belgian development actors working in the Philippines to present their 
activities to the Belgian Embassy and to each other;  

• To create an opportunity for interested Belgians and Filipinos to know more about the different 
development initiatives that are being supported from Belgium. 

 

With more than 50 participants, representing 26 different organizations, the Forum was undoubtedly a big 
success.  Each organization had the opportunity to present its activities on a poster and picture wall. 
Furthermore, several thematic sessions were organized on themes such as “Stimulating the Local 
Economy”, “Working with Local Communities”, “Working on Socio-Cultural Issues” and “Ecology / 
Protecting the Environment”.  

 

Especially interesting were the exchanges between missionaries and missionary sisters, which have often 
been in the Philippines for 30 years or more, and the younger development workers or volunteers, who 
have arrived in the country a few years or even just some months ago. The participants also included 
several Filipino development workers who created their own development NGO with support from Belgium 
or after having studied in Belgium.   
 
The Forum was concluded by a networking reception, sponsored by the Belgian-Filipino Business Club. 
 

 

Participants in one of the working sessions Posterwall & networking reception offered by BFBC 
Pictures © 2011 Roman Moges Asefaha 

 
 

 Belgium takes the Presidency of the Task Force for International Cooperation on 
Holocaust Education, Remembrance and Research 

 
Over the past decades, the Belgian authorities have implemented various measures aimed at identifying, 
restoring and indemnifying the assets despoiled to the detriment of Holocaust victims, at promoting the 
welfare of Holocaust survivors as well as safeguarding the duty of remembrance with regard to that 
appalling tragedy.  
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The Task Force for International Cooperation on Holocaust Education, Remembrance and Research was 
created in May 1998 with the purpose of placing political and social leaders' support behind the need for 
Holocaust education, remembrance, and research both nationally and internationally. Starting from March 
2012, Belgium will observe the Presidency of this Task Force for a period of one year. This Presidency, which 
is done on a voluntary basis, illustrates the commitment of Belgium and its diplomacy to the values of 
universal human rights, respect for human dignity, democracy and peace by remembering the Shoah, which 
was an extreme example of what can happen when these values are denied. The Presidency of this task 
force will also contribute to the better understanding of the events that happened in Belgium during the 
Second World War and make them better known to the general public. 
 
 For more information on the Task Force, see: http://www.holocausttaskforce.org/ 
 
 

 Ambassador Meerschman presents his credentials to the President of the Marshall 
Islands 

 

 

Ambassador Meerschman in discussion with  President 

Zedkaia and Government Ministers  

in Majuro, the capital of the Marshall islands 

On August 16, H.E. Ambassador 
Meerschman presented his Credentials to 
President Zedkaia of the Republic of the 
Marshall Islands. The Republic of the 
Marshall Islands and Belgium established 
diplomatic relations in May of 1996. 
Ambassador Meerschman is the first 
ambassador accredited as Belgiam 
Ambassador to the Republic of the Marshall 
Islands, while based in Manila, since the 
inception of diplomatic relations between 
the two countries. During his stay in the 
Marshall Islands, Ambassador Meerschman 
made a tour of calls on government 
officials, the diplomatic corps, and members 
of the local business community. 
 
Picture © 2011 Christian Meerschman 

 
 

 FPS Social Security presents new website on social security issues for foreigners 
moving to Belgium 

 
From now on, people coming to Belgium to live, work or study will be able, with just a few mouse clicks, to 
discover the social security regulations that apply to them. Thanks to the « Coming2Belgium » tool, which is 
available on the social security portal site (www.coming2belgium.be), anyone will immediately obtain the 
information matching his profile.  
 
This tool has been developed by the Federal Public Service (FPS) Social Security and the Crossroads Bank 
for Social Security (CBSS). It is based on a very simple principle : the user only has to click on his nationality, 
his country of origin and his status as well as on the desired criterion (e.g. family allowances, pensions, 
reimbursement of medical expenses, incapacity for work, payment of social contributions, …) to obtain 
right away the information that applies to his specific situation. This innovative data consultation concept 
came into being through the cooperation of the public social security institutions and the Public Sector 
Pensions Office (SdPSP), which supplied the application with the information needed. 
 
« Coming2Belgium » has been designed for foreigners who want to live for a long period in Belgium and for 
Belgian citizens who come back to their own country after a long stay abroad. This includes employed 
persons, self-employed persons, civil servants, frontier workers, posted workers, pensioners, students, … 
This tool has not been designed for persons who come to Belgium for holidays or for a short stay.  
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In 2010, a similar tool, named « Leaving Belgium », had already been launched on the social security portal 
site. This tool is designed for Belgian citizens who want to leave their country to live, work or study abroad. 
(https://www.socialsecurity.be/CMS/en/leaving_belgium/index.html). 
 
 

 International Bazaar in the Philippines International Convention Cente 
 

Many visitors for the Belgian stand during the 2011 

International Bazaar in the Philippines International 

Convention Center 

As every year, the Belgian Embassy was 
represented during the International Bazaar on 
November 20, organized by the Department of 
Foreign Affairs and the Spouses Heads of Mission 
(an organization bringing together the spouses of 
the Ambassadors residing in Manila). The proceeds 
of this annual International Bazaar benefit different 
charities. Many people visited the Belgian stand, 
where they could buy Belgian chocolates and 
biscuits from La Bonbonnière (made from Belgian 
chocolate imported by Puratos), watches from Ice 

Watch (Wallonia), Belgian beers from Booze-on-
Line, leather products by leather artist Diango 
Valmores (husband of Mrs. Gudrun Cartuyvels from 
TRIAS), as well as traditional Belgian lace-works 
made in a project run by the ICM Sisters . 

Picture © 2011 Pauline Sulit 

 
 Belgian and Dutch children welcome Sinterklaas in Manila 

 

 
Picture © 2011 Pascale 

Vermeerbergen 

Saturday, December 3, all the children from the Belgian Filipino Business 
Club (BFBC) and the Dutch Club gathered at the Residence of the Ducth 
Ambassador to welcome Sinterklaas / Saint Nicolas. The children made 
artworks and sang traditional “Sinterklaas-songs” before welcoming the 
Holy Man. 
 
Since all Belgian and Dutch children in Manilla had been sweet, Sinterklaas 
had brought a gift for each one of them.  

 

 
 

 Belgian Filipino Business Club - Christmas Party -  December 8 
 

 

The traditional BFBC Christmas Party was held at 
bar/restaurant Draft in Fort Bonifacio this year. Participants 
enjoyed delicious food and Belgian Beer. Thanks to the 
sponsors, there was a raffle with beautiful prices, including 
wine, beer, chocolates, weekend stays in resorts and a LCD-
television!  Many people went home very happy. Those who 
did not win will have to wait until December 25 before 
receiving a Christmas gift! 
 

For more details on upcoming activities of the 
Belgian Filipino Business Club or for membership 

enquiries, please contact: 
BFBCMANILA@gmail.com 

 

Picture from christmas39.com 
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  Belgian Embassy starts issuing biometric visas and passports 
 

 

During the first weeks of December, new 
equipment was installed at the Belgian Embassy in 
order to collect biometric data from visa and 
passport applicants. The introduction of biometry 
here in Manila is part of an ongoing project in all 
Belgian and EU Embassies and Consulates world-
wide, aiming to protect applicants and their family 
from identity theft. Furthermore, it is an important 
tool in the fight against illegal immigration, 
terrorism and human trafficking.  
 
For visa applicants, the biometric data consists of a 
digital photograph, as well as 10 digital fingerprints. 
The new procedure requires the physical presence 
of the applicant when lodging his/her application. 
The procedure for taking the photograph and giving 
the fingerprints takes about one minute for each 
applicant. 
 
The advantage for the visa applicants is that they do 
no longer need to provide the Embassy with recent 
photographs while lodging a visa application. In the 
near future, many European airports will also start 
installing automatic e-gates, where passengers can 
pass quick and easy by scanning their passport and 
giving their fingerprint. So with this new 
technology, waiting times at the Shengen borders 
will also be drastically reduced for the holders of a 
biometric visa. 

Picture © 2011 FPS Foreign Affairs 

 

The following categories of people are exempted from giving fingerprints:   
 

- Children under the age of 12;  
- Persons for whom fingerprinting is physically impossible; 
- Heads of State and Members of government. 

 
From now onwards, the biometric data will also be included in the new Belgian Passports. This means that 
Belgian Nationals wishing to renew their passport also have to come personally to the Embassy, so that 
their photograph can be taken, together with the prints of their two index fingers. Furthermore, passport 
applicants have to put a sample of their signature on a digital write pad. 

 
 New rules for Visa on Family Reunification 

 
The rules with regard to family reunification have changed recently. The following are some of the most 
important changes in the new legislation: 
 

• Family reunification with descendants is no longer allowed. For example: previously, in some cases, 
parents-in-law of a Belgian citizen could apply for a family reunification visa to live with the couple 
residing in Belgium. Since September 2011, this is no longer possible; 

• While applying for family reunification with the spouse, the Belgian partner has to proof that he or 
she disposes of sufficient means of living as well as decent housing. 

 
All necessary information on the new rules with regard to family reunification can be found on the website 
of the Office for Foreigners (Dienst Vreemdelingen Zaken – Office des Etrangers): www.dofi.fgov.be 
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 And last but not least…. 
 

 

 

 

 

België stuurt zijn grootste reporter op pad…. 

La Belgique envoie son plus grand reporter en mission…. 

Belgien beauftragt seinen berühmtesten Reporter,… 

Belgium is dispatching its most famous reporter… 

 

 

 

…. om U onze beste wensen over te brengen ! 

… pour vous souhaiter nos meilleurs vœux ! 

… um Ihnen unsere besten Wünsche zu übermitteln ! 

… to convey our very best wishes to you ! 

 © Hergé – Moulinsart 2011  

 
 

The Belgian Embassy in Manila sends you its Best Wishes for a Merry Christmas 
 and a Happy New Year 2012! 

 
 
 

Christian MEERSCHMAN Jan VERBEECK Jozef NAUDTS 
Ambassador Consul First Secretary 

        
 

 


