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 Belgian Trade Mission to ASEAN Countries visits the Philippines 
 
During the month of March, a Belgian Trade Mission to 4 ASEAN countries (Singapore, Malaysia, Indonesia 
and the Philippines) has been successfully organized by the Walloon Export & Investment Agency (AWEX). 
The Philippine leg of the tour was hosted by the Belgian Trade/AWEX Manila office from 9-11 March 2011.  
The trade delegates included CEOs, managing directors and export managers of important companies from 
various industries of Wallonia.  The companies represented were:  
 

• BKS, a leading supplier of industrial knives and granulation and micro-granulation technology; 

• Extense-Phara SA, specialized in R & D, production & distribution of innovative and high quality 
health supporting products such as nutritional supplements , dietetic and products for wellness & 
medical markets, ready to eat healthy snacks and meals in countries all over the world;  

• Medex Loncin SA, mainly designs, manufactures and markets a wide range of analogical and digital 
medical imaging X-ray equipment, used in both veterinarian and human medicine, designed 
according to criteria set up by the World Health Organization;  

• Odyscience Sprl, a service company specialized in international development and medical 
innovation marketing ;  

• Eubage Laboratory, a company dedicated to the development, manufacturing and marketing of a 
broad range of optimal quality ethical nutrients and nutritional supplements confirming the best 
guarantee in terms of analysis, traceability and purity of raw materials respecting the good 
manufacturing practices established (GMP); 

• Microbelcaps, a spin-off result of academic research within the Center Wallon de Biologie 
Industrielle, University of Liege, has a unique and  patented technology for micro-encapsulation of 
vitamin B1, B6 & B12; 

• Ondeo Industrial Solutions, a company introducing Mobile Water Treatment Services through its O- 
MOBILE service line which provides full serviced demineralization, heavy metal removal and water 
treatment installations on trailers or in containers, under temporary, long term interim/seasonal or 
long term off balance contracts to various  industries; 

• Thales Communications Belgium, the Belgian competence centre of the Land & Joint Systems 
Division of the Thales Group, is internationally recognized for its capacity to design, develop and 
supply communication and information systems to benefit of the Defense sector and, more 
generally, for enhanced Security; 
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• Success Granen, exporter of feed and care products for birds and other pets;  

• Envisan Environmental Technologies, a soil and groundwater treatment company and is part of Jan 
De Nul Group since 1996. The company is well qualified and experienced in groundwater 
remediation, decontamination of polluted sites, construction and rehabilitation of landfills as well 
as treatment of dredging sludge. 

 
A reception was hosted on March 10 by H. E. Ambassador Christian Meerschman.  The delegation was 
accompanied by Mr. Laurent Paquet, AWEX Project Manager for Asia and Pacific, Mr. Philippe Delcourt, 
Trade Commissioner for Malaysia and Brunei and the Philippines, and journalists from IC Productions. The 
delegates were pleased with the outcome of their visit to the Philippines and the business-meetings 
program that have been organized for them. The mission activities will be broadcast worldwide over 
francophone TV channel TV5 Monde. 

 
 

 Belgian Trade Office  participates in 16th World Building and Construction Exposition 
 

The Belgian Trade Office-Manila participated in the 16th World Building and Construction Exposition 
(WORLDBEX 2011) entitled “Emerging Technologies and Design Towards Holistic Paradigm” held 16-20 
March  2011 at the World Trade Center, Metro Manila. 
 
Two innovative and leading companies from Wallonia were showcased namely: Buzon Pedestal 
International, the world leader in the manufacturing and distribution of the Buzon DPH ® system of   

 

 

screwjack pedestals for the construction of 
raised floors, external terraces and decked areas 
that delivers outstanding functional, design and 
cost performing solutions for commercial, 
domestic and industrial designs and creative 
construction projects; and NMC Group, an 
internationally leading company active in the 
development, production and marketing of 
synthetic foams for various applications (interior 
and exterior decoration, building insulation, 
patio design, protective transport packaging, 
high-tech industrial components, recreation and 
gardening). The products of these companies 
were presented to architects, engineers, 
designers, project consultants and property 
developers. Many people showed interest and 
very good feedbacks were received. 
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WORLDBEX continues to be the largest and most-attended annual trade show on building and construction 
trade.  It has become an indispensible source of information and technology for the past 13 years with last 
year’s edition featuring  about 400 local and international exhibitors and an attendance of 138,000 quality 
visitors.  The event is likewise strongly supported by the major trade organizations active in the industry. 
Worldbex is the only show in the Philippines that adds new dimensions and directions to the construction 
industry. It assembled the widest array of new and interesting products, which represents the greatest 
advances in materials tools or equipment.  
 
 

 Graduation Ceremony at Alcadev School,  Surigao del Sur, Mindanao 
 

On March 15, 2011, the 4th Graduation Ceremony of Alcadev School was held in Han-ayan, Diatagon,, Lianga 
Municipality, Surigao del Sur, Mindanao. The Alcadev School, which is supported by the Belgian NGO “New 
World” (Bevrijde Wereld), provides a basic education with agricultural skills for the local youth. Alcadev 
trains the students to become channels for introducing agricultural techniques and knowledge into their 
communities, while responding to their needs suited to their culture, protection of land and the 
environment. The graduation ceremony was attended by Mr Jozef Naudts, First Secretary, and Ms. Anne 
Bloemen of the Belgian Embassy in Manila. Ambassador Mr. H.E Christian Meerschman who also intended 
to attend the graduation had to cancel at the last moment.  
 
The guests of honor arrived in the afternoon of March 14 and were welcomed by the Mapasu Council, 
Alcadev's board chairperson, Sr. Helen S. Makiling, school principal, Ms. Marife Magbanua, and the 
municipal mayor of Lianga, Mr. Roy Hegino Sarmen. After a short rest at the Kansilad beach resort the 
visitors proceeded to the Alcadev school, an one hour ride in the mountains west of Lianga. Leaders and 
members of Mapasu Organization were greatly honored with this visit. To enable the visitors to attend the 
graduation day the Mapasu members worked hard, entirely voluntary, to repair the road portions that were 
badly damaged by heavy rains and floods earlier. An alternative bridge was erected one kilometer from the 
school site while deep bumpy portions were patched in order for the vehicles to pass. Excited and proud as 
they are, the people organized themselves to be stationed in Barangay Diatagon waiting to meet the 
visitors and accompany the car including a caravan of motorcycles all the way to Alcadev School.  
 
In the evening of March 14, 2011 Mapasu leaders, Alcadev staff and the different visitors who had arrived 
during the day attended a solidarity dinner. Before the dinner a ritual was held to request for the blessing of 
the local spirits. On the 15th of March, 20 Alcadev learners, of which 14 girls and 6 boys, were honored after 
having been confirmed  graduates for the school year 2010-2011. This batch has left a breaking record with 
17 graduates (100% of those taking the test) passing the Accreditation and Equivalence (A&E) test organized 
by the Department of Education - Bureau of Alternative Learning System, which is quite an achievement for 
an alternative learning school. Through Mr. Jozef Naudts, assisted by the chairperson of the board, Sr. 
Helen S. Makiling, the Belgian Embassy to the Philippines awarded gold medals to all A & E passers and to 
selected special awardees. In this tribute portion of the program short emotional scenes filled the morning. 
Parents were teary eyed after their graduates passed for the diplomas and certificates and hung them the 
medals they received. 
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Though there are still challenges to improve what has been started, the 4th Graduation Ceremony  of 
Alcadev is significant for the school and the Lumad communities. Foremost is the performance of the 
graduates in the A&E test. Level with this is the visible increase of farms and production using the scientific 
sustainable agriculture technology. These are concrete manifestations on how students and Indigenous 
People’s communities complement each other in advancing agricultural development in their ancestral 
lands. Graduates from batch of 2010-2011 expressed determination in engaging in community development 
work after their graduation. 
 
After the graduation ceremony, the guests went around the school demonstration farm and paid a visit to 
abaca stripper which was newly installed in the Han-ayan community as a part of the Food Security Project. 
Supported by the Belgian Ministry of Development Cooperation, the NGO “New World” (Bevrijde Wereld) 
and Alcadev implemented this food security project since 2008 wherein the Indigenous People 
communities, including the families of the students, are the direct beneficiaries.  
 

  

 Entrepreneurs from the Philippines discover business environment in Belgium 
 

 
Ka-Entrep Delegation meeting with Mr Karel van Eetvelt, Executive Director of UNIZO 
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There are many similarities between Ka-Entrep, a young Filipino organization for professional 
entrepreneurs and the Belgian Union of Independent Entrepreneurs (UNIZO). Ka-Entrep stimulates people 
to start their own business, just like UNIZO. With the help of the Belgian NGO TRIAS, a partnership of close 
collaboration has developed between the two organizations. Last year, representatives from UNIZO came 
to visit Ka-Entrep in the Philippines. This year, during the month of May, UNIZO Westhoek hosted a 
delegation with nine members from the Board of Ka-Entrep during their visit to Belgium.   
  
The objective of the exchange visit was to get to know each other and to share experience on different 
business techniques used by entrepreneurs. With its long tradition, UNIZO has a lot to offer in terms of 
experience-sharing. On the other hand, UNIZO can also learn a lot of the enthusiasm of the Filipino 
entrepreneurs.  
 
Karel van Eetvelt, Executive Director of UNIZO, said that he wants to re-inforce his organization by working 
together with partner organizations from abroad. “We try to learn from other organizations while sharing 
our own experience and knowledge. One of the reasons for UNNIZO to cooperate with TRIAS is because 
through our association of entrepreneurs we want to help people to start their own business”.  
 
The delegation from Ka-Entrep was impressed while visiting the biggest organization of entrepreneurs in 
Belgium. According to Exeutive Director van Eetvelt, it is only during the past ten years that UNIZO has 
known a powerfull expansion. “You have to work hard for it en take it step by step”, he said. His advice for 
the Filipino’s: “Don’t be afraid and belief in yourselves”. 
 
The delegation of the Philippines showed themselves to be very enthusiastic and eager to learn. Next to 
being a member of the Board, all delegates manage their own business, some even own several 



enterprises. This varies from a laundry shop to an architects’ bureau. The members will use the business 
expertise gained during the visit while giving advice for (future) business people. Manuel Talastin, Ka-
Entrep president and owner of a construction company, thinks he can learn a lot from the “UNIZO-
experience”. “UNIZO is existing for over a hundred years, which means they know how to survive. We want 
to learn how to expand, attract more members and give them valuable service”.  
 
More information on Ka-Entrep and UNIZO can be found on the website www.unizo.be/trias 
 
 

 Ambassador Manalo inaugurates Timicheqtunnel in Ghent 
 

On May 5, Philippine Ambassador to Belgium, H.E. Enrique A. Manalo, led the ribbon-cutting ceremony to 
formally open the "Timichegtunnel" at the St. Pieter's Train Station in Ghent. Also present during the 
opening ceremony was Ghent Mayor Daniel Termont. 
 
The tunnel, named after an Igorot called Timicheg, was made possible through a Ghent City Council 
resolution passed in 2007 that intended to commemorate the Ghent World's Exhibition of 1913 through 
naming streets and tunnels after notable participants of this historical event. Timicheg shares the honor of 
having a specific place named after him with prominent Belgian personalities of that time, such as Oscar de 
Voorde and Valentin Verwyck, well-renowned architects of Old Flanders who made significant contributions 
to the Expo. "It was commendable that the City of Ghent has not only chosen to celebrate the 
achievements relating to the 1913 Expo, but has been able to balance this by commemorating those who 
experienced difficulties to participate in this event," Ambassador Manalo remarked during the ceremony. 
 
Witnesses of the event included high-ranking officials of NMBS-Holding, VVM De Lijn and Infrabel Network, 
private sector partners of the "Project Ghent St. Pieters", and members of the press. The Timichegtunnel is 
part of this project, which is a long-term infrastructure development plan of the Ghent St. Pieters train 
station and its environs, and is set to be completed by 2020. 
 
The Ambassador ended his speech by saying, "Let the naming of this tunnel be a positive symbol of the 
recognition of human-centered development and a celebration of cultural diversity through non-
exploitative means by the international community". Timicheg is one of the 54 Filipinos -in particular, 36 
men, 16 women and 2 children from Bontoc, Mountain Province- who participated in the "Filipino Village" of 
the 1913 Ghent Expo, who unfortunately died of tuberculosis four months upon his arrival in the city. After 
the Expo in Ghent, the rest of his companions lingered on in the city until December 1913, apparently 
because no funds could be raised to bring them back home, until the United States government provided 
the support. 
 
After that experience, such kind of "exotic peoples' display" was banned from World Fairs.  
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 In Memoriam: Daniel Masui, President of the Belgo Filipino Business Club 
  

 

 

On April 3, Mr. Daniel Masui, President of the Belgian Filipino 
Business Club (BFBC) passed away, succumbing to gunshot injuries 
perpetrated by robbers who broke into his place of business in 
Paranaque City, Metro Manila. 
 
Mr. Masui’s untimely demise is deeply mourned not only by his 
loving wife Letty and his children but also by his many friends in the 
European community in Manila. As president of the BFBC, Mr. 
Masui participated in the events of the various chambers, building 
and establishing camaraderie and goodwill for the club. He was 
known to be a gentle and a friendly person, undeserving of such 
injustice. Mr. Masui has been very active in the affairs of the Belgian 
community, having been elected a treasurer of the BFBC in 2006 
and subsequently as its President in June 2008. In recognition of his 
efforts and accomplishments, he was re-elected to a second term 
up to June 2012.  The Belgian Filipino Business Club became more 
visible in the European community thru the club’s events, one of 
which was co-hosted with the European Chambers of Commerce of 
the Philippines (ECCP).  Picture © 2011 Chantal Wanten 

 
In his personal capacity, he networked with the other European Chambers fostering friendly relations and 
cooperation. The club’s new team, led by Ms. Pascale Vermeerbergen, will forge ahead  to honor  Mr. Masui 
by ensuring that  his initiatives will be sustained. Mr. Masui will surely be remembered in the hearts and 
minds of everyone who have been privileged to know him because he was a true friend, a diligent and a 
conscientious leader, beloved and respected by many because of his gentle ways but also because he is a 
man of integrity: a good, uncomplicated, peaceful and fun loving man.  
 

Tribute written by Adrian Canlas, BFBC Board Member 

 
 

 And last but not least 
 
Feel free to make contributions to our next edition by writing to jozef.naudts@diplobel.fed.be 
 

Christian MEERSCHMAN René PEETERS Jozef NAUDTS 
Ambassador Consul First Secretary 

        
 

 


