
 

 
 

 Centennial of the ICM missionary sisters in the Philippines 
 
The Missionary Sisters of the Immaculate Heart of Mary (for Immaculati Cordis Mariae or ICM) a century 
ago, to be exact on June 10, 1910, arrived in Tagudin, Ilocos Sur, from Belgium. 
 
The ICM Mother Foundress Marie Louise de Meester arrived in the Philippines. The congregation was then 
known as the Missionary Canonesses of St. Augustine. 
 
Today, the ICM sisters are in 20 communities in the Philippines: in Ilocos Sur, La Union, the Cordilleras, 
Metro Manila, Cavite, Cebu, Iloilo and parts of Mindanao; six schools (it has retained two in Cebu, St. 
Theresa’s College and St. Francis Academy); and two social centers catering to the needs of the poor and 
the handicapped. 
In Manila, the congregation provides housing for out-of-town patients who need treatment at the 
Philippine Orthopedic Hospital in St. Joseph Transient House. It also has Bahay Daluyan, which caters to 
groups from different sectors needing a place for seminars and workshops. 
 
To mark the ICM centennial in the Philippines, there was a three-day celebration in Manila. 
 

   
 

The courageous ones from the past, but still going strong … 
 

  
The future generation…? 
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 King’s Day celebration in Manila 

 
On November 15, King’s Day, the Belgian Ambassador to the Philippines, H.E. Christian MEERSCHMAN, 
hosted a grand reception to pay homage to King Albert II as November 15th has been the day where 
Belgium honors its monarchs.  
And a celebration it was indeed! The splendid garden of the Official Belgian Residence in Manila was 
beautifully decorated and there was an abundance of food and drinks to satisfy even the most demanding 
of our Belgians in the Philippines. After all we had to live up to our reputations that Belgians are 
"Bourgondiers" which means we enjoy life to the fullest: excellent food, brilliant beers, friends and plenty of 
laughs. 
And you came in great numbers to make this evening a memorable one. The Ambassador welcomed and 
entertained well over 500 guests of which, I’m happy to say, a very important number were Belgians. 
 
The evening in a few pictures: 
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 44th International Bazaar in Manila 
 
Specialties and treasures of 34 countries were displayed and sold for charity during the 44th International 
Bazaar the weekend of 20-21 November. An important number of embassies and consulates in the 
Philippines set up more than 100 booths to promote their name-brand products to raise funds for the poor, 
the needy and charitable institutions.  
 
Your Embassy couldn’t stay absent and with the work and dedication of volunteers of the staff of the 
Embassy and help from our Belgian ICM sisters and Belgian businesses in the Philippines, we were able to 
hold a prominent place in the bazaar with a big booth filled to the brim with Belgian products. 
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 New Board of Directors for the Belgian Filipino Business Club 
 

 
 
We are pleased to announce the election of the new Board of Directors of the BELGIAN FILIPINO BUSINESS 
CLUB (BFBC) held on 11 November 2010. The new Board will serve from 15 Nov 2010 up to 30 June 2012.  
 
Allow me to introduce the newly elected members of the BFBC: 
 
 DANIEL MASUI   President (in the middle) 
 PASCALE VERMEERBERGEN Vice President (second from left) 
 VIRGINIE VLAMINCK  Secretary of the Board (second from right) 
 ED CANLAS   Treasurer (left) 
 CHANTAL WANTEN  Events Manager (right) 

 

 
 
Based on the Club's articles, the term of office is for a period of two years beginning 1st of July and ending 
30th of June. The previous Board continued to serve in a holdover capacity as no candidates or nominees 
were put forward when elections were initially called in May this year. 
We thank the outgoing Board for its unrelenting support of the Club's welfare and activities and we 
welcome all of you to join the new Board in its great plans and endeavors for the next nineteen months. 
 

More details on activities will follow soon, watch this space! 
 

Join the BFBC !!  For membership enquiries, please contact:  BFBCMANILA@gmail.com 
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 37th Brussels’ International Independent Film Festival – Philippines amongst the 
winners 

 
In the face of the dominant cinema but not against it, the Brussels' International Independent Film Festival 
promises more than ever to be placed under the sign of discovery.  
As such, the festival constitutes the perfect showcase for independent film-makers. 
 
The Philippines was represented by actors Marvin Agustin and Meryll Soriano. Mr. Agustin served on the 
international panel of judges.  
 
 Ms. Soriano won the Best Actress award for the film "Donor" 
 “Donor” was also named Best Film of the Festival.  
 During the festival, Filipino director Brillante Mendoza was also given the "Visionary Award 2010" 

to honour his innovative and outstanding contribution to the film industry. 
 

The movie "Donor" is about a woman named Lizette (Meryll Soriano), a seller of pirated DVDs, who in her 
desire to work abroad, decides to sell her kidney to a wealthy Arabian kidney patient. 
When a law is announced banning organ transplants between Filipinos and foreigners, Lizette agrees to 
marry the Arab, a man she has never met, for the surgery to push through.   
 
The Embassy of Belgium also wishes to recognize the work of our compatriot and long time friend of the 
Philippines, Brussels International Independent Film Festival director Robert Malengreau, for his significant 
contribution in promoting Asian movies in Europe 
Mr. Malengreau has been unrelenting in his efforts to promote Filippino cinema over the years and has 
made sure that the Philippines are always represented at the Festival. 
 
Mr. Malengeau was given a Lifetime Achievement Award in 2007 during awards night at Malacañang Palace 
by President Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo at the Cinemanila International Film Festival, together with American 
filmmaker Quentin Tarantino and Thai director Chatrichalerm Yukol, 
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 Kultura Filipino: A Walk Through the Regions with a Belgian Touch  
   
With 7,107 islands and different cultural influences, the Philippines offer uniqueness in every way.  Filipinos 
are proud people, loyal to their traditions and extremely skilled in producing handicrafts out of any kind of 
material.   
Kultura Filipino, a venue for all crafts made in the Philippines, showcases a variety of products from all over 
the country so that short or long term visitors can appreciate the imagination and skill of the Filipinos 
without having to travel extensively.   
 
“The sky is the limit”, claims our compatriot Pascale Vermeerbergen, VP of Business development for SM 
Retail, as well as Head of Marketing for Kultura Filipino. “Mainly inspired by nature, the crafts can be very 
simple or extremely complex, but undeniably ingenious”.  The Philippines has many raw materials, though 
the most sought after by locals, tourists and expats are those considered “most typical” to this country.   
Among the wood products, ACACIA (Raintree) is a popular choice.  It is a durable hard wood with thin grain, 
flame design, lustrous finish and rich color shades.  KAMAGONG (Mabolo), on the other hand, is an 
indigenous hard wood from the ebony family.  It is extremely dense, hard and durable.  It is streaked with 
dark, dramatic grain in contrasting brown- black tones and is extremely difficult to sculpt into shape.   Both 
wood types are typically used in furniture, décor and serving vessels.   
 
 

 
 
 
   
Some prefer unique shell products, with an enormous variety of applications.  Among these, is CAPIZ -- a flat, 
semi-transparent outer shell from various mollusks. Preferred for its elegant and pearlized texture, it can be 
found in home décor, lamps, bags, fashion accessories, Christmas lanterns and even window 
shutters.  MOTHER OF PEARL (nacre) is a well known iridescent formation also from mollusks like oysters 
and abalone.  It has a delicate texture and lustrous finish, and is used in fashion accessories, serving vessels 
and home décor, as well as decorative inlay for furniture and musical instruments.  
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Filipino artisans also make use of other natural products.  PANDAN or “banig” is very typical.  Woven from 
dried leaves of the pandan plant, it is a popular material for mats, bags, hats and office sets. 
 Also, SNAKESKIN, sourced from sea snakes that are indigenous to Philippine rivers, seas and marshes has an 
interesting natural texture and is used as leather in many fashion items: shoes, bags, luggage  and travel 
accessories, or as decorative accents in novelty items.  
   



Definitely worth mentioning, are the products of Crafts for a Cause.  As a pioneering retailer, Kultura Filipino 
takes pride in providing for Foundations, a venue to distribute products which are made by the less 
privileged through their livelihood programs.   
 
These items are made from a variety of raw materials that range from indigenous resources (vines, seeds, 
dried leaves, waterlily) to recycled by-products (newspaper, soda can rings, tin cans, and salvaged wood, 
cellophane) 
 

 Crafts for a Cause product 
 
“ Crafts for a Cause shows the undeniable resourcefulness of the Filipinos”, says Pascale “and the project 
which is unique, has proven to contribute to the improvement of many less advantaged communities.  And 
that is something we all have at heart and try to contribute to, when living in the Philippines".  
 
Kultura Filipino are stores that carry home, fashion, and gift offerings, all made in the Philippines. Stores are 
located at SM Makati, Mall of Asia, Megamall, The Block at SM City North Edsa, SM City Cebu and selected SM 
Department stores.  
 
 

 And last but not least 
 
Feel free to make contributions to our next local newsletter by writing to rene.peeters@diplobel.fed.be 
 
 
 
 
 

Christian MEERSCHMAN      René PEETERS 
Ambassador           Consul 
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