
 

 

Verkiezingskoorts in de Ambassade te Manilla, la fièvre électorale à 
l’Ambassade à Manille 

 
 

 
 

Le 13 juin 2010 auront lieu, en Belgique, des élections anticipées pour le 
parlement fédéral. 

 
Tous les Belges majeurs qui sont inscrits à l’Ambassade de Belgique à Manille 

sont électeurs pour les élections du Parlement fédéral belge (Chambre des 
Représentants et Sénat). 
 

Etant donné qu'il s'agit d'élections anticipées, une procédure accélérée doit être 
appliquée. 

Si vous votez en personne à l’Ambassade de Belgique à Manille, le jour de 
l'élection à L’Ambassade le vendredi 11.06.2010, vous devrez vous présenter 
entre 08.00 heures et 13.00 heures (heure locale) Vous y émettrez votre vote. 

Le café et les croissants seront prêts pour les lève-tôt. 
 

Pour de plus amples informations cliquez sur le banner ci-après 
 

 



 
Op 13 juni 2010 hebben, in België, vervroegde verkiezingen plaats voor het 
federale parlement. 

 
Elke meerderjarige Belg, die ingeschreven is in het consulaire bevolkingsregister 

van de Belgische Ambassade te Manilla, is kiezer bij de Belgische federale 
Parlementsverkiezingen (Kamer van Volksvertegenwoordigers en Senaat) 
 

Gelet het hier gaat om vervroegde verkiezingen, moet een versnelde procedure 
toegepast worden.  

 
Als u in persoon in de Belgische Ambassade te Manilla wenst te stemmen moet u 
zich dan op de dag van de stemming, vrijdag 11.06.2010 tussen 08.00 en 13.00 

uur (lokale tijd) aanbieden in de Belgische Ambassade te Manilla. U zult daar uw 
stem uitbrengen. De koffie en de croissants zullen natuurlijk klaarstaan voor de 

vroege vogels. 
Voor meer informatie klik op de onderstaande banner. 
 

 
 
Philippines Ambassador Manalo Presents Credentials to HM the King of 

Belgium and to European Council President 
  

 
 
Philippine Ambassador Enrique A. Manalo presented his credentials to the 

King of Belgium, HM King Albert II, on March 17 and to the European 
Council President Herman Van Rompuy at the Justus Lipsius Building, seat of 
European Union (EU) Council Headquarters in Brussels, on April 20. 

 
Ambassador Manalo is the first Philippine Ambassador to present credentials to 

the President of the European Council, a position created under the Lisbon 
Treaty. 



 
ASEM Summit in Brussels  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
The ASEM Summit in Brussels on 4 and 5 October this year will be the eighth 

privileged occasion to give expression to the common views of Asia and Europe. 
Representing 58 % of global population, 50 % of global GDP and over 60% of 

global trade, this gathering will hopefully inspire the world community. 
 
For more information about this summit, the program, the preparatory events 

etc surf to the dedicated website http://www.asem8.be/  
 

 
 
Certainly not to be missed is the Exhibition “A Passage to Asia” from 

25/06/2010 to 10/10/2010 in the Centre for Fine Arts (BOZAR), Brussels, 
Belgium.   

An exhibition which draws on the treasures of twenty different countries (among 
which the Philippines) to highlight 2.500 years of exchange between Asia and 

Europe. It coincides with the ASEM 8 2010 Summit in Brussels. 

 

http://www.asem8.be/
http://www.asem8.be/event/exhibition-passage-asia


Ash cloud over Europe… 135 Belgians stranded 10.000 Km away from 
home in the Philippines. 

 

The Advanced Land Imager instrument on NASA’s EO-1 satellite captured this natural-color image on May 2, 
2010. Credit: NASA/EO-1 - ALI/Robert Simmon 

Tens of thousands of travelers were left stranded across Europe and even more 

in the rest of the world as a drifting ash cloud from a volcanic eruption spread 
rapidly south-east from Iceland and caused the biggest shutdown of the 

continent's airspace since 11 September 2001. 
In the Philippines also, 135 compatriots, passengers of several different 

airliners, were left stranded, some at NAIA airport in Manila, some in Cebu.  

 

During the first hours of the drama, in the chaos at the airport when some 
airliners were completely abandoning their passengers in the middle of the night, 

sometimes just shredding the boarding passes in front of the passengers, we 
were called to the rescue.  
Embassy staff provided drinks and snacks at the airport and guided the stranded 

passengers out of the transit zone and safely through immigration. We arranged 
for transportation back to Manila and hotel rooms.  



 
An important number of students of RUG (Rijksuniversiteit Gent) and a 
group of KULAK (KUL campus Kortrijk) were among the stranded 

Belgians. They were graciously lodged by our CICM missionaries in 
dormitories, some for almost two weeks, until they were finally flown home 

by the airliners. 
A dive club from Beringen (group of 35 divers from Duikschool Gobius), were 
among those stuck on Cebu (Moalboal) Our Honorary Consul in Cebu supported 

them morally and helped as best as he could to pressure the airliner to take our 
Belgians back.  

After two extra weeks in the Philippines they were finally able to fly 
back to Belgium and their loved ones. I hope they will not be too 
disappointed and will come back to the Philippines for more wonderful 

diving despite their unfortunate adventure. 
 

 

 

Once the most immediate problems of transportation, lodging and food were 
solved, we made a successful demarche with Commissioner Libanan of 

Immigration to waive any penalties for overstay for our passengers, and 
we organized meetings with and kept the pressure up on the airliners to 
evacuate our compatriots as soon as the European airspace reopened.  

And we did our best to provide to the unfortunate passengers the information we 
were able to gather for them on their rights for reimbursements of expenses, 

how to file complaints, we provided tips on money transfer, where they could 
find cheaper decent hotels, medical treatment, medication… 

 



 
 

 
On the whole our 135 unfortunate “temporary” residents digested their 
prolonged stay rather well, with the usual exception of only one or two for who 

“the best we could do” was unfortunately just not good enough. 
 

But let’s admit it; there are worse places in the world than the Philippines to get 
stranded.  
 

 
New website for FPS Foreign Affairs 

 
 

 
 
The FPS Foreign Affairs, Foreign Trade and Development Cooperation has 

launched a new version of its website in partnership with the FPS Information 
and Communication Technology (FEDICT). The site's graphics have been 

overhauled and it has also been made far more user-friendly. 
 
 

The most frequently visited areas of the site (e.g. providing advice for those 
travelling abroad, listing the addresses of embassies and consulates, and 

detailing information on travel documents, visas and so forth) are now much 
easier to navigate thanks to maps and useful links. The subdivision of 
information has been restructured and much of the text on the site has been 

rewritten. 
Much attention has been paid to the Travel Advice section, also completely 

overhauled. 
 
In addition, far more information is now available in German and English as well. 

 



 
The address of the new website is http://diplomatie.belgium.be. 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

And last but not least: 

Meent u ook een interessante bijdrage te kunnen leveren aan onze lokale bijlage 
van de nieuwsbrief, schrijf ons gerust! 

manila@diplobel.fed.be of rene.peeters@diplobel.fed.be 

Si vous pensez pouvoir contribuer de manière intéressante à l’édition locale de 

notre newsletter, n’hésitez pas ! Ecrivez-nous ! 

Christian MEERSCHMAN     René PEETERS 

        Ambassadeur            Consul 

 

http://diplomatie.belgium.be/en/index.jsp
mailto:manila@diplobel.fed.be
mailto:rene.peeters@diplobel.fed.be

